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T is the indiſpenſible Duty of every Man to 
act the Part of a faithful Citizen of the State, 
in every Circumſtance, and at all Times 
whatſoever. In Times of Peace and Tran- 
quillity he can do this, by keeping within 

the Bounds of that particular Character and Pro- 

feſſion that belongs to him in civil Lite, But when 
the Publick is dilordered by civil Tumults and In- 

ſurrections, this can ſerve no longer; for in ſuch a 

Situation, the joint Correſpondence of the ſeveral 

Spheres and Profeſſions of Life, and their Co- opera- 

tion by mutual Intercourſes for promoting publick 

Peace, muſt be, in a great Meaſure, obſtructed and 

loſt ; and ?*tis on this Account reaſonable, that every 

Man in theſe Circumſtances ſhould aſſume a publick 

Character, and take upon himſelf a more extenſive 

Capacity of Action. He ought to remember, that 

he is then no longer a private Man, but ſtands in 

an immediate Relation to the Publick ; a Relation ob- 
liging him to exert his utmoſt Activity and Reſolu- 
tion for its Support; and tho* he may not be parti- 
cularly called to this, by any publick Warrant, he 
ought to conſider the publick Neceſſity as Warrant 
enough of itſelt, to make him put forth his beſt En- 
deavours, and all the Power which God has put in 
his Hands for reſtoring good Order and Tranquillity. 

This Conſideration furniſhes not only an Apology 
for exerting publick Spirit on ſuch great Emergencies 
of State, but the ſtrongeſt Obligation on every Ci- 
tizen to do ſo, To chuſe the Part of an indifferent 

By-tander, to embrace a cool Neutrality in the midſt 

of theſe Diſſentions and Party-feuds, argues a moſt 


ſelliſh 


(4) 
ſelfiſh ſhameleſs Spirit, and betrays the Want of the 
moſt worthy. and generous Qualities of human Na- 
ture; the Want of Reſolution, the Want of the fo- 
cial Temper,and, in one Word, the Want of a Heart. 
Many Inſtances of Party-animoſity I own may take 
Place, where Neutrality in ſome Senſe ought not to be 
condemn'd ; as when it happens that the Views and 
Intereſts of the contending Sides do not directly in- 
volve the general Concerns, and fundamental Inte- 
reſts of the Common-weal. A good Man may well 
apprehend the Ground of the Quarrel, as a Thing in 
itſelf of little Conſequence, and no way proportioned 
to the Violence of the Contention. But tho? even in 
ſuch a Caſe, a good Citizen may not be bound to 
take a Side, yet he is bound to embrace that of a 
Reconciler ; or, at leaſt, (if that be imprudent) 
ſtrictly ro watch, that their Animoſity do not ſpread 
ſo far as to embroil the State, or engage his whole 


Country in their Quarrel : So that on no Account 


can we ſuppole an av/clute Neutrality to be the Part 
a good Man, or a worthy Citizen would with to chuſe. 
Such Conduct is but vainly colour'd over with the 
Name of Prudence, or weil-adviſed Regard to per— 
ſonal Safety, For docs not the firmeſt and beſt Se- 


curity either of our Perſons or of our Families, chiefly, 


I may ſay only, depend on our joint Memberſhip and 
Aſſociation in a regular Community, and our par- 
taking of the happy Influences of publick Laws, 
maintaining us in mutual Union and Confidence to- 
gether? And can that be Prudence then, can that 
be a true Regard to Self-preſervation, which leads us 
to neglect the main Prop on which the Security of 
every Individual depends, to withdraw our Hands 
from the Support of that common Roof, under the 
chearful Shelter of which alone we can fit with Plea- 

| jure, 
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fure, or enjoy the Society of one another with Safety 
or Confidence ? Sooner might the Members of theſe 
frail Bodies retain their uſual Vigour, by deſerting 
their Offices, or refuſing to perform the Parts aſſigned 
them, for maintaining their common Union, than 
the ſingle Individuals of a State enjoy Safety, by a 
ſupine Enjoyment of private Eaſe, in an obſtinate De- 
ſertion of their publick Duties. For are wwe not all 
Members of the ſame Body? And if the Houſe fall, 
it muſt ſurely fall with the ſevereſt Vengeance on 
the Heads of thoſe, who would not lend a Hand to 
hold it up; fince on thoſe who graſp at perſonal 
Safety with the greateſt Sollicitude, the Lols of it 
muſt come with the heavieſt Opprefſion, Add to 
this, that in ſuch general Cataſtrophes zhey can expect 
to find no Friends, who have not uſed the proper 
Meaſures to make them; their bearing no Part a- 
long with others in ſupporting the common Intereſt, 
can only ſerve to plunge them ſo much the deeper in 
the common Ruin ; without Comfort, without Re- 
lief, and without Regret. And as for the aukward 
Ridicule, and inſipid witleſs Sneers that many Peo- 
ple of this Character preſume to vent againſt the ho- 
neſt Zeal of others, they deſerve no other Notice than 
Pity mixed with Contempt; as ſuch Behaviour can 
be conſtrued into nothing bur an Attempt to varniſh 
the Meanneſs of their Conduct unto others, and to 
hide, if poſſible, the Conſciouſneſs of it from them- 
ſelves. 

Of all Characters therefore, that of Tndifference 
to the Publick in Time of its Diſtreſs, is the moſt 
uſcleſs, the moſt contemptible, as it ſhows a Mind 
that is ungenerous and impotent, as to every ſocial 
Intercourle, or manly Action. A Character which; 
as it no way conduces to the Union of Society, ought 
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to be regarded only as a Blot in its Compoſition ; as 
a ſenſeleſs Abſceſs, which, inſtead of ſupplying any 
due Return for the Nouriſhment and Life it derives 
from the State, ſerves for nothing but to burden its 
Activity and diſcompoſe its Motions. In which 
View, ſuch a Temper ought to be concluded the 
moſt oppoſite to Society, the molt inconſiſtent with 

litical Union, and in a ſtrict political Senſe 
to imply Treaſon againſt the original Rights and 
Prerogatives of ſocial Life, On which Account 
perhaps it was no unjuſt Sanction of the old Lawgi- 
ver of the Athenians, to puniſh Neutraiity in Times 
of Civil Diſſenſion, as a Capital Crime. 

The Exigency therefore of the preſent Times, to- 
gether with the Baſeneſs of a neutral Conduct, are 
Reaſons that ought to determine us to furniſh every 
Kind of Aſſiſtance we are able, to the Needs of the 
Publick, now demanding it at all our Hands. And if 
in this Way I can be of any Service, by communicat- 
ing any right Political Notions, or rectifying any that 
are wrong, by awakening any Publick Spirir, or 
ſtrengthening. any generous Reſolutions to exert it, I 
ſhall think myſelf fo far a happy Man. 

The hearty Zeal for the preſent happy Conftitu- 
tion of Great Britain, and the warm Reſentment I am 
conſcious of, againit the Attempt now carrying on to 
ſubvert it, I am well aware may be miſrepretentzd 
by many as the Effect of Party Spirit, and of a pre- 
judiced Attachment to the Intereſts of a Side, under 
the Followers of which I have chanced to be bred, 
and with whom it has been my Fortune generally to 
converſe, Such commonly is the Stile in which the 
Partizans of one Party uſe to repreſent the Pretences 
made to Publick Spirit by their Oppoſers. And in 
this way too we may obſerve the bigs accuſing the 
Jacobites 


(*] 

Facobites of a blind Partial and the Facobites in 
like Manner accuſing the Whigs; each charging the 
other with having no View but to increaſe the For- 
tune, and advance the Dignity of their reſpective 
Leaders, from whoſe Proſperity, and that of the Fac- 
tion, they vainly pretend the real Intereſt of the Pu- 
blick to be inſeparable. And this Spirit, without 
queſtion, is more or leſs common to all Oppoſitions 
that can ariſe in a State; and to be ſure, a great deal 
of this may be juſtly complained of among thoſe of 
the Yhbig as well as thoſe of the Facobite Side of the 
neſtion. But I would have it carefully adverted, 
(as hitherto it does not ſeem to have been done ſuffi- 
ciently even by the Yhigs themſelves) that there is a 
certain Peculiarity in this Oppoſition hardly to be met 
with in any other Inſtance of Party : Namely, that 
it we do not regard the Intereſts and particular At- 
tachments of the Partizans on either Side, but the 
reſpective Principles of the Sides themſelves, the 
characteriſtick Principles that form their Spirit, and 
to which they refer in their Reaſonings, we muſt al- 
low the Oppoſition of the Whig Principles to thoſe of 
the Facobites, to ſtand on a Footing very different 
from what we can find in moſt Inſtances of Party. 
The Whigs have a peculiar Privilege to plead here, 
which they are able to make good, and demon- 
ſtrate to the Satisfaction of all the World, except of 
their obſtinate Oppoſers ; thoſe Oppoſers, who beyond 
all the Parties that ever exiſted on the Face of the 
Earth, have ever ſhown themſelves the moſt har- 
den'd Unbelievers of the plaineſt Truths that made 
againſt them, while at the ſame Time, with the moſt 
ſimple and greedy Creduhty, they can ſwallow 
down the moſt bare-fac'd Falſhoods, and the moſt 
glaring Nonſenſe that can be deviſed in Support of 
RT | their 


. 
their own Schemes. The Privilege I mean is, that 
tho* a M big, in Conſequence of perſonal Connecti- 
ons and private Intereſts, he may hope to ſerve, 
by taking that Side, may be a Party-man, yet he 
is under 10 Neceſſity of being one, if he is truely 
in earneſt about the Principles of Vpiggiſm, and 
ſtrictly adheres to them in his Conduct. Whereas 
a Jacobite, be he ever ſo much 1n earneſt about the 
Principles that diſtinguiſh his Side; muſt be a Par- 
ty-man, let him do what he will. The hig Side of 
the Queſtion, in Effect, is by no means a Party, but 
that of the Facobites unavoidably muſt be fo ; for 
which Reaſon they are far from having the ſame 
Ground, for charging a factious Zeal, or a partial 
Attachment to the Intereſt of Leaders on the Whips, 
as theſe have for retorting the ſame upon them if it 
be true, as I ſhall proceed to ſhew, that the Prin. 

ciples contended for by the one Side, neceſſarily im- 
ply that factious Spirit, but thoſe of the other im- 
ply quite the reverſe. And if this be fo, it need 
give no real Concern to us, who do not claimthe Ap- 
pellation of Vbigs, from any Partiality to Connexions 
we may bear the Followers of that Side, nor from a- 
any Attachment to its Leaders, but from a thorough 
Regard to its diſtinguiſhing Principles, to hear our- 
ſelves miſrepreſented as Party-men by our Ene- 
mies, or our Conduct traduced, in their trite Stile, 
as nothing but intereſted Prejudice, and blind Ani- 
moſity. 

Now the Principle that truely conſtitutes Vig- 
iſm, and diſtinguiſhes the Genius and Spirit of all 
its genuine Votaries, from that of the Facobites their 
Oppoſers, lies in this, ** That all Mankind are na- 
* turally free; that they are originally veſted by 
God and Nature, with an unalienable Right, and 
„along 
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& along with that, are entruſted with a Power to 
« govern themſelves by common Conſent, and to e- 
* lect their own Repreſentatives and Magiſtrates for 
that Purpoſe; Magiſtrates tied down in the Ex- 
erxciſe of their Offices, to the Obſervance of cer- 
e tain Laws, formed and ratified by the People 
* themſelves, or by their Repreſentatives whom 
they have impower'd ſo to do; and having at their 
Head one Man ſuperior to all the reſt in Dignity 
and Power, bearing the Name of the Monarch or 
„ the Prince; but limited in his Powers, for his 
& Poſſeſſion of them depending on the Conſent of 
e the People and their Repreſentatives, and for his 
« Exerciſe of them accountable to their Judgment.” 
Without entering into the Merits of this Principle, 
all I would obſerve at preſent, is that no Body can 
fairly maintain, that it implies. the leaſt Degree of 
a Spirit of Party, or that it tends to give ſuch a Spi- 
rit the ſmalleſt Encouragement, For, if any Thing 
is meant at all by a Spirit of Party, it muſt ſignify a 
ſtronger Attachment to certain particular Men or 
Leaders, than to that Publick, that Community and 
general Order under which all Men, and all Intereſts 
whatſoever are comprehended and held together in 
common Union, Now 1t is moſt evident, that the 
main Principle of Mpiggiſin, as above deſcribed, 
turns on this very Thing, on a Regard to the Inte- 
reſts of all Mankind, or of any whole Nation in gene- 
ral. It is theſe comprehenſive Intereſts, which are 
the immediate, the only End, it aims to eſtabliſh. 
And if this can only be done to purpoſe, or with due 
Convenience in the preſent State of Mankind, (as all 
true Whics maintain) by the Inſtitution of a limited 
Monarchy, this Monarchy is only conſider'd as a 
proper Mean conducing to the End, and by no 

B | | Meaus 
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Means as the End l The very Prince himlelf, 
who ſits upon the Throne, and ſways the Scepter, is 
in this Liglit regarded, as no more in Reality than 
the Scrvant of the People, and as deriving his Ma- 
jeſty from theirs: Or, to ſpeak more in the Stile of 
ſuch a Policy, he is no more than the high Steward 
of their Privileges, and Executor of the Powers 
they have truſted in his Hands. The End of ex- 
alting him to ſo high an Eminence, is by no Means 
to magniſy bim, to aggrandize or enrich his Family: 
The Regal Enſigns of Pomp and Power are not put 
in his Hands, only to make a mere Pageant of him, 


to ſer him up as an Idol in the Center of a Court, to 


attract a ſtupid Homage, or profane Worſhip from 
the People; or to enable him to gratify his wanton 
Pride, and feed his Luſt of Power, by holding them 
in ſlaviſh Awe, and their Liberty under conſtant 
Oppreſſion: But, on the contrary, that he may main- 
rain that very Liberty, and watchfully look after its 
Intereſts, by taking due Meaſures conſiſtent with 
the Limitations preſcribed to him by Law, to defeat 
all Attempts to embroil the common Peace, whether 
coming from the Ambition of foreign Invaders, or 
the Turbulence and Treaſon of domeſtick Rebels. 
Agreeably to this ſame Principle, no ſooner does a 
Prince entertain the Thought of breaking thorough 
the Fences and Limitations impoſed on the Exerciſe 
of his Power, for the Sake of gratifying his perſonal 
Intereſt, or any obſtinate Humour of his own, than 
he forfeits in ſo far the Right he had to govern ; and 
by any actual Attempt of this Kind, he is underſtood 
in ſome Manner to unking or depoſe himſelf, and 
the Power to revert for a while into the Hands of the 


People or their Parliament (maim'd as it may ap- 


pear without their Head) *till the Conſtitution he 
intircly 
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intirely re-eſtabliſhed on its former Bottom; and in 
caſe this can't be done thro* the Obſtinacy of the 
Prince, Recourſe muſt be had to Reſiſtance by Arms. 
There are certain Delicacies I know in this Matter, 
about which the Laws of our Government do not 
chuſe to exprels themſelves clearly; as it would ſeem, 
on Purpoſe to prevent factious Spirits from finding 
eaſy Pretexts for conſtructing every apparent Grie- 
vance, or trifling Miſconduct in the Adminiſtration of 
the Court, into an Infraction of the publick Privilege. 
Nothing however is more certain, than that both 
the People, and their Parliaments, who are the beſt 
Interpreters of the Meaning of the Laws, and the 
Spirit of our Policy, have at different Times ſince 
the Revolution expreſly declared and avowed this 
very Principle; particularly that in caſe of open 
Breaches made_on the Conſtitution by the Prince, 
it is the unqueſtionable Privilege of Parliament to ſet 
Things to Rights, without his Warrant or Sanction, 
in caſe he refuſes to give them; and that if he does 
refuſe, he zp/o facto forfeits or abdicates the Crown“. 
This, I ſay, was the declared Senſe of the Govern- 
ment at the Revolution; and at a memorable 
Juncture afterwards in the following Reign, appear'd 
to be the Senſe of both Lords and Commons 1n the 
celebrated Proſecution of Dr. Henry Sacheverel. Such 
then is the Principle of Mhiggiſm, ſach the Principle 


of the Revolution, a Whig Government, which has 
* "> 


» 
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* Which, according to the Explication made at the Revo- 
lution, implies more than the Word Deſert, to which it was 
on that very Account preferred, as including Male-admint- 
ration, and ſignifying that to be a good Keaſon fpr declaring 
a Vacancy in the Throne. 
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now ſubſiſted theſe ſeven and fifty Years T. And if 
this Principle, as is obvious, (however at ſome Times 
liable to Abuſe) directly regards the Good of the 
Mole, the Salus Populi, as the ſupreme Law and 
End of all Government, then every Mig, who 
chuſes to be one from a Regard to this Principle (the 
only Reaſon can be given with Propriety for the 
Choice) on no Account deſerves the Character of a 
Party-man. Whiggiſm itſelf, in this View, is by no 


Means a Party : So far from it, however the Stile 


may prevail, that to call it by that Name, implies 


every whit as much Nonſenſe and Ab{urdity, as to 


ſay the human Race is a Party, or the whole World is 
ſo; ſince it is in Effect the very Intereſts of Mankind, 
and of the whole reaſonable Creation, that the #/hrgs 
contend for, Indeed if there were any Intereſts 
actually exiſting of any different Set, excluſive of 
thoſe which belong to the whole reaſonable World, 
as the Jacobiles, by their Way of Talking, ſeem de- 
firous of perſuading us, then there might be ſome 
Ground for the Charge; and then too it would cer- 
tainly follow, that the Facgbites themſelves do not be- 
long to this ſame Party of Mankind, and do not rank 
themſelves on the Side of reaſonable Creatures, I am 
not anſwerable for any Conſequence they may draw 
on their own Heads. But if they would not ſtop here, 
but fairly exc/ude themſelves out of human Society; as 
they ſcem to have concluded themſelves out of it al- 
ready, the World, I dare anſwer, would never fare 
the worle, 


+ Sce the Act for abrogating the Oaths of Supremacy and 
Allegiance, and appointing other Oaths. 1mo, Gul. & Mar. 
Allo the Act declaring the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, 
and the Act for preventing vexatious Suits againſt ſuch as 
acted in order to the bringing in of their Majeſties, or for 
their Service, 2do, Gul. & Mar, 
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Let us now try it the other Way, and fee if they 
can clear themſelves of this Charge with equal Eaſe. 
The Principle that diſtinguiſhes their Side of the Que- 
ſtion, is © the hereditary indefeaſible Right of Princes 
© to the Government of Mankind; a Right una- 
4 lienable from their Perſons and Families, by any 
« Abuſe of Power, or Exerciſe of Tyranny.” Now 
paſſing for the preſent, any Conſideration of the Un- 
reaſonableneſs of this Way of talking, it is evident, 
that here is a Principle, which ſets up the Preroga- 
tive of only one Man, and the Intereſt of only one Fa- 
mily, among Millions, as the ultimate End of Go- 
vernment, and the only Thing worth maintaining : 
Conſequently its Abettors muſt appear to contend 
for a ſingle Intereſt, more than the common; which is 
the very Teſt and Demonſtration of a Spirit of Party. 
For why? when they tell us that a nge Mun, on 
the Pretence of an unqueſtionable Right of reigning, 
may ſtretch his Power to any Length he pleaſes, may 
demand the moſt exorbitant Contributions from their 
Fortunes, or the moſt oppreſlive Services from their 
Perſons; nay, that his Power extends to their. Minds 
as well as their Bodies, that on the ſame Pretence he 
may think to as great Extremities for them, as they 
find themſelves obliged to af for him, that he may 
lay them under a Neceflity of admitting any Doc- 
trines, however perverſe, or Opinions, however ab- 
ſurd; that on Refuſal, he may exact what Penalty 
he pleaſes, arreſt their Perſous, diftrain their For- 
tunes, perſecute them even to Torture and Death 
that in a Word, he may ride on the Necks of his 
Subjects as wantonly as he will, and fill every Corner 
of the Land with Deſolation and Blood ; while they, 
poor People, after all, have no Right to defend 
themſelves by Reſiſtance; no Duty left, but to fit 

| tamely 
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tamely down and paſſive under the Oppreſſion : I 
ſay, when they can openly avow ſuch a Principle as 
this, can they have the Face to maintain, that in- 
contending for it, they contend for the Union and 
Intereſts of a Public? *Tis abſurd! *Tis impoſlible 
that the Idea of a Publick can ſo much as exiſt with- 
in their Thoughts, who aſſert that its Intercourſes 
may be interrupted, its Connections broke down, its 
Harmony disfigured, and all without Remedy ; all 
allowed to go to Perdition, rather than make the 
leaſt Reſiſtance to the ſaucy Pretenſions of a little 
Morta!, who calls himſelf their Prince. *Tis thus it 
appears that the diſtinguiſhing Principle of Jacobi- 
tiſm, directly involves in it the Notion of a Party 
Spirit; and that a true Facobite mult, in ſpite of him- 
ſelf, be a Party Man, ſo far as to be deſtitute of the 
very Idea of a Publick. 

But the Difference in this View between theſe two 
Sides goes further ſtill ; he M bigs, in acting agrecably 
to their Principles, intend the Good of all Men, all 
Parties, even their Enemies, the Zacobites not ex- 
cepted. They don't exclude them more than them- 
ſelves from having a Share in the original Rights and 
Prerogatives of Mankind, and earneſtly wiſh to 
make them conſcious of a Title to uſe them ; on 
which Account he Whigs are not only no Party, 
but ſtrictly ſpeaking, no diſtint? Side, ſeeing their ve- 
ry Principle evidences,that they are on the Side of the 
perſonal Rights and Intereſts of the Facobites them- 
ſelves : Whereas they, on the other Hand, hardly 
appear to deſerve a Name ſo good as that of 4 Par- 
ty, ſince it is not ſo properly their own Intereſt they 
can expect to promote, by acting agreeably to their 
Principle, as the perſonal Intereſt only of one Man; 


which they may well enough foreſce, may turn our 
to 


| I 
to their own Diſadvantage and that of their Friends, 
as well as of the Y/higs, And therefore the Faces 
bite Principle muſt be void of all Mixture of Huma- 
nity, which cauſes its Votaries even to forget the 
Regard they owe to one another as a Party, and 
expoſe them to a Fate, that may bear as hard on 
them, as on their Enemies, 
It will avail them little to fay here, that the Rea» 
ſon of their contending for ſo unlimited a Preroga- 
tive in the Prince, is becauſe they can ſee no other 
Way of maintaining Government among Mankind, 
and that People only can be happieſt under ſuch a 
Policy, What a pitiful Evaſion! Had they any 
Eyes, or would they but uſe thoſe they have, might 
they not ſee that Governments have not only been 
maintained, but have flouriſh'd, and bleſſed the Peo- 
ple who have lived under them, by the Force of the 
very Principles, the very free Principles, ſo oppo- 
ſite to theirs; and this too, in every Age, in the 
modern as well as in the ancient World; Wit 
neſs this very Government under which themſelves 
have long lived, as well as others, and partaken of 
its happy Fruits in common with the reſt, inſenſible 
and ingrateful as they have been to the Bounty which 
too indulgently allowed 'em to enjoy them; a 
Government ſo mild, fo gentle, ſo tranquill, as to 
be expoſed to no Diſorders ſo great as thoſe they 
foment, to no inteſtine Wars or rebellious Inſurrec- 
tions, but what their turbulent Spirits excite and car- 
ry on.---On the whole, it ſeems evident enough, that 
it is not for Things, but for Perſons ; not for a Cauſe, 
but for a Party ; not for the facred Prerogatives of 
a Publick and human Nature, but for the fantaſtick 


Honour of a kingly Idol, that theſe People _—_— 
This 
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This Conſideration alone might well bring the 
whole Argument to a Concluſion, and determine to 
any impartial Man what Side he ſhould chuſe. Yer 
have theſe People raiſed fo great a Daſt, and devi— 
fed ſuch odd Defences in behalf of their Doctrines, 
that one is obliged to give them ſome Notice, that 
he may clear the Way, and remove the Rubbiſh un- 
der which they have entrenched themſelves. 

The Principles aſſerted by that Party, and their 
impudent Denial of the native Rights of human So- 
ciety, ſeem to be of modern Original; ; unknown 
to the haughtieſt Tyrants of ancient Times, and 
to have ſprung up amidſt the decaying Forms of 
Gothick Policy, by the Help of prieſtly Ambition, 
and the Flattery paid to Princes, by their Eccleſiaſ- 
tical Minions ; who have found it conducive to their 
own Greatneſs and that of their Body, to perluade 
Princes that they have a divine Right to commit 

reſſion, and the People, that it is their Duty to 
bear it. The Abſurdity of which Doctrine is of 
itſelf ſo obvious, that in any other Times than theſe, 
a Man would appear extremely idle who ſhould take 
any Pains to point it out; ſo far have theſe People 
reduced Human Reaſon, to go below its more be- 
coming Applications; it being certainly always 
much better beſtowed in di covering Senſe than de- 
tecting Nonſenſe. The only apparent Reaſon I can 
ſee for maintaining, that becauſe a Man receives the 
Poſſoſſion of a Crown from his Forefathers, he there- 
fore poſſeſſes it as his Inheritance and Property, is 
becauſe this Circumſtance is acknowledged to ok 


a Title to paternai Eſtates : And this we find al- 
ways appealed to by the Jacoliles, as an unanſwerable 


Argument on their Side. But are theſe two Caſes 
parallel? Is thetd Lic ical Kcaſon tor arguing from 
one 
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one to t'other. Indeed, if they mean no more by 
a Right to a Crown, than a Right to a certain 
Fillet or Cincture of Gold, beſtudded with Jewels, 
which has happened to be a favourite Family-piece, 
caretully tranſmitted from Father to Son; in God's 
Name let him have it, and uſe it as he will, with- 
out Quarrel or Queſtion how it was come by, This 
in Reality is all can be fairly argued from the In- 
ſtance of a Man's inheriting his Eſtate in Right of 
his Father, But a Crown is ſomething very diffe- 
rent; *tis not a mere Family Moveable, a Child's 
Bauble; but a Metaphorical Word, ſignifying the 
Dignity of which the Thing is an Emblem ; imply- 
ing Right not ſo much to Property as to Power, to 
certain Prerogatives and Supereminencies over other 
Men. And will it follow, that becauſe a Man has 
a Property in his Goods or his Grounds, that there- 
fore a Prince has a perſonal Right and inherent Pro- 
perty in the Perſons, Liberties and Lives of his Fel- 
low Creatures ; or that he can derive them to him- 
ſelf, and tranſmit them to his Poſterity by the ſame 
Tenure ? The Tranſition here Pm afraid is made 
with too wide a Start, td impoſe on any conſiderate 
Man. | 
There are no ſuch Inequalities intended by Nature 
among Mankind, as this would repreſent ; many na- 
tural Inequalities to be ſure there are; at which Cir- 
cumſtance they catch with great Eagerneſs, asa mighty 
Confirmation of their Scheme z maintaining, that ſince 
Men were never intended to be equal, they were there- 
fore never intended to be free. But if this Argument 
can be made good for any thing, it were fairer to 
put it thus: That ſince Men are not equal, therefore 
they ought not to be equally free : However, any out- 


ward Circumſtance of Inequality, one would think, 
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is not enough of itſelf to leſſen a Man's Liberty, or 
any Inſtance of Preference he may poſleſs, to inveſt 
him with ſuperior Rights. Does it follow for Inſtance, 
that becauſe one is a remarkably handſome Fellow, he 
has therefore a Right from God and Nature, to ex- 
act what Submiſſion he pleaſes from his Fellow Mor- 
tals, and ride upon their Necks. Theſe Enthuſi- 
aſts will talk with great Sexriouſneſs too, of ſome- 
thing they call Dignity of Aſpect, and Majeſty of Pre- 


' ſence, that ſhows the Birth of a Frince, and beſpeaks 


his divine Title to ſway a Scepter; as if there could 
be any real Dignity uninſpired by Merit, or Appear- 
ance of Majeſty, which is not derived from virtuous 
Self-eſtimation, and the Conſciouſneſs of generous and 
noble Deeds. And is it to be believed, that theſe 
are denied by Nature to all the People in a Nation 
but to one Man; on whom and whoſe Family ſhe 
muſt be ſuppoſed to have entailed the Qualities for 
ever? Beſides, don't we know that the mere Ap- 
pearances may not only be aſſum'd by very vile Men, 
by the Help of a little natural Haughtineſs; but are 
ſometimes natural to People of the worſt Characters. 
But ſuch light Impreſſions can take Hold of none 
but the weakeſt Minds, and are only ſuitable to a 
few incon{iderate Women, who look no further than 
the Out- ſide.— There is really ſomething ſo extremely 
little and frivolous in this Circumſtance, which theſe 
People ſeem to count upon ſo much, that one don't 
know how to ſpeak ſeriouſly againſt it; but it has 
a Degree of Influence notwithſtanding on the Minds 
of many, which ſhews too evidently, that it ought 
not to be ſlighted in the preſent Argument. No- 
thing one would think, were more eaſy than to ſup- 
poſe that the Air of Dignity and Majeſty, faid to 
be fo ſtriking in what they call rnatural-born Princes, 

has 
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has only been the Effect 5 Fancies conſtantly infu- 
ſed into them from their earlieſt Education; and their 
being perpetually buoyed up by their flattering At- 
tendants, with the ſenſeleſs Notions of the Royal 
Blood that flows in their Veins, and of thoſe Rights 
to Dominion which nothing can bereave them of: 
Thus an Impreſſion of ſome natural Superiority over 
the reſt of Mankind, grows apace in their Minds, 
and an Aſpect of Grandeur and Imperiouſneſs is of 
Courſe inſenſibly afſumed ; which to that fond 
Wonder ar Things uncommon, a Kind of native 
Superſtition in the Minds of Men, inflam'd as it is 
by the Artifice. of Prieſts, . may eafily take the Ap-. 
pearance of a Greatneſs and Majeſty, which is at 
once preſumed to be the Divine Signature of inde- 
lible Royalty. In general, don't we always fee a 
Man's outward Appearance or Aſpect in the World, 
ſtands connected with the Opinion he entertains of 
himſelf, more perhaps, than with his real Character? 
If he has any how got a violent Conſciouſneſs of his 
own Merits, whether well or ill founded, he ſhows. 
it at once, by an Air of Vanity and Self: ſufficiency: 
On the other Hand, if he is diſtruſtful of his Quali- 
fications, be they ever ſo great, his outward Ap- 
pearance betrays the Marks of Timorouſneſs and 
Irreſolution. So too, if a Man has been ever under 
Impreſſions of the Nobility or Royalty of his Birth, 
and the Merits he thence enjoys over the reſt of his 
Fellows, he naturally takes on a certain Statelineſs 
and Grandeur, which is miſtaken by Fools for an 
inſeparable Diſtinction of the true Heir of :a Crown. 
And this is all the Account that ought to be given of 
the Matter. . 
The only real Diſtinctions Nature has put between 
Men, or that give ſome a Title to rule, to direct 
and b 
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and ſuperintend the Conduct of the reſt, are Superi- 
ority in point of Wiſdom, of true Valour, and of 
Goodneſs. There is undoubtedly a natural Great- 
neſs and Aſcendancy in theſe Qualities, that diitin- 
iſhes itſelf, and inſenſibly determines thoſe who 
poſſeſs them leſs, to ſtrike Sail, as it were, and ſub- 
mit to them with Approbation. Now every Man in 
this View is intitled to a Degree of Credit with his 
Fellows, proportioned to the Degree of thoſe Vir- 
tues Nature has beſtowed on him. On which Ac- 
count every Man has a divine Right ( ſince Nature is 
from God ) not only to Freedom, but to Power and 
Authority, more or leſs; Reaſon being the only na- 
tural. Source of Authority, and all Men being en- 
dowed with Reaſon, in ſome Degree or other. 

To fay then, that there can be no more than one 
Man in a Nation who has a Right to enjoy Authority, 
or that none can poſſeſs it but by Derivation from him, 
is as groſly abſurd, as if they ſhould maintain, that 
one Man alone engroſſes all the Senſe and all the 
Reaſon in the Nation to himſelf ; and if this were a 
good Concluſion, which indeed the Facobite Way of 
arguing fairly lands them in, pray what Title have 
they to reaſon about the Matter at all ; as their 
Prince at this Rate, muſt have got all the Reaſon they 
pretend to: This in reality is the Fate of thoſe ar- 
bitrary Governments they ſo greatly admire, at leaſt 
with regard to the Subjects. The poor People ſeem 
to have loſt their native Manlinefs, their Reaſon 
over-clouded, and their Spirits funk in a ſtupid 
Lethargy : Nor does their Tyrant notwithſtand- 
ing, appear to have found what they have loſt ; 

iſoned as he is by the lawleſs Poſſeſſion of Power, 


and the blaſphemous Incenſe of Flattery, he is gene- 
| rally 


1 F 
0 WE 
5 8 
9 


4 "RYE i [2 ig 15 as 1 N 1 P = o Us - - =, 
5 5 TIO. k + SS. ' - » — * -* = 
F {I va A he Pw of Le 8 r 
R e 0 , As 5 8 » - .. 
EFF IS WU OY | So Ns 


( b; 
14 r —_— 
„„ Tx - 
r 4 
A Se % * > 
* * = 


627˙)0 
rally the arranteſt Fool, and the greateſt Wreteh of 
the whole. 

But the Fate of Emited Mnatchies muſt be widely 
different. For. where there are Laws to determine, 
and Limitations to. circumſcribe the Royal Preroga- 
tive, theſe in a Manner communicate Wiſdom and 
Virtue to the Prince, even though they may be al- 
moſt entirely wanting in his Charatter. The very 
worſt Suppoſition the Facebites can make for „ 
is in Effect the faireſt and ſtrongeſt we could 
for ourſelves. Fer, let the Prince be a Fool, it 
will have it ſo, let him be a Puppet, ſtill thoſe Laws 
which have been form'd by the Viſdom of the Na- 
tion, can retain their Energy, and diſcover their In- 
fluence the more ſenſibly; ſerving like fo many 
Springs to move his Hands, and apply them to thoir 
proper Functions. So that even in this Caſe, we 
muſt allow the ſupreme Authority to be lodged in 
Hands directed by the higheſt Wiſdom.— The Na- 
ture of the two Syſtems we have been comparing, is 
thus deſcribed in the following admirable Stanzas of 
an Ode addreſs'd to Mankind, Wo lome . 
Author. 


Is there, or do the Schoolmen dream, 
Is there on Earth a Por ſupreme, 
The Delegate of Heaven ? 
To whom an uncontroul'd Command 
In ery Realm, oer Sea and Land, 
By ſpecial Grace is given, 
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Then ſay, what Signs this God proclaim, 
Divells he amidſt the Diamonds Flame, 
A Throne his ballow*d Shrine * 
. The borrow'd Pomp, the arm'd Array, 
Want, Fear and Impotence betray, 
Strange Proofs of Pow'r divine! 


Tf Service due: by human Kind, 

To: Men in flothful Eaſe reclin'd, 

Can form a Sov reigns Claim? 

Hail Monarchs! Ye whom Heat” n ordains, 


Our Toils unſhar*d, io ſhare our Gains, 


— 7 Ze Idiots blind and lame 


Superior Virtue, Wiſdom, Might, 
Create and mark the Rulers Right : 


So Reaſon muſt conclude ; 


. Then thine * it is to whom belong 


- The wwiſe, the virtuous, and the ftrong, 
- + Thrice ſacred Multitude 


In thee Great All! are theſe contain d, 

For thee, were theſe thy Parts ordain'd, 
So Nature's Syſtems roll. 

T The Scepter*s thine, if ſuch there be; 

F none there is, then thou art free, 


And Maſter of the whole. 


Let 


— 


That is, the Right of chuſing its Rulers. 
That is, at thy Diſpoſal, on the Suppoſition of a limited 
Monarchy, or in thy Poſſeſſion, in caſe of a Republican Form. 
If the Principle be good in itſelf, it cannot ſurely be the worſe 
for the Whigs, that it may be uſed by Republicans. 


— — 


(23) 
Let the proud Tyrant reſt his Cauſe To 
On Faith, Preſcription, Force or Laws, BY 
An HoſPs or Senate's Voice; | | 
His Voice affirms thy ſtronger Due, 
Who for the many made the few, 
And gave the Species Choice, 8c. T 


Sach therefore are the Principles, ſuch the Spirit 
of Whiggiſm; and ſhall we not always cultivate it in 
our Hearts, and exert it in our Conduct? Such, on 
the other Hand, being the Spirit of the Facobite Fac- 
tion, and of the Attempt they have been of Jate car- 
rying on againſt the Government of our preſent gra- 
cious Sovereign, ſhall we be wanting in any Thing 
that can ſuppreſs and bear it down? Can we refuſe 
any Help we can beſtow, to that noble Structure, that 
admirable Conſtitution, on the Exiſtence of which, . 
every Thing valuable to us in Life depends, and under 
which we have lived, notwithſtanding our greateſt 
Complaints and our worſt Corruptions, the freeſt and 
happieſt People in the World? And can it be unwor- 
thy of this Spirit of Freedom, to exert it in the Be- 
half of a Prince, who holds his Kingdom by his. Peoples 
Choice, and whoſe Title is founded on their Liberty? and. 

who 
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There are a Set of Mongrel Facobites riſen up of late, 
who pretend, that they don't go the Length of aferting Di- 
vine indefeaſible Right, and only contend, that the Crown by 
our Conſtitution is hereditary; who ſay, it is not divinely, 
but conſtitutionally indefeaſible: And, according to this 
Scheme, tho” they pretend to admit the Juſtice of the Revo- 
lution, yet they blame irs Continuance. But tho' this new- 
modell'd Syſtem of Facobitiſm, does not appear to have in 
the leaſt reform'd the Spirit of the Party, yet it deſerves a 

- particular Conſideration; and the more, as it ſeems to have 
been calculated for the preſent Times. Which, with other 


Things not ſufficiently diſcuſſed here, may be undertaken in 
ſome ſubſequent Paper, 
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who muſt be allowed, in his perſonal Character, one 
of the beſt and bravelt Princes this Day reigning on 
the Earth. 

And what do we know about theſe People, whom 
they would obtrude in his Place? Are not they Foreign- 
ers too? Are they not naturalized, not only to the 
Soil, but to the Principles of Iiah and Rome ? The 
Thing i is too well known to bear Diſguiſe ; Have we 
ever heard any Thing to the contrary, but from ſome: 
idle Adventurers and lying Priefts ? And yet there 
are ſome People Dupes enough to be impoſed upon by 
theſe, and by the ſpecious Promites lately trumpeted 
thro? the Kingdom! Promiſes too, which in Effect 
offer us nothing but what we have already ! If any 
Man ſhould tel] me of a divine Right he has to my 
Eitate, and in order to prevail with me to acknow- 
ledge it, and give him the Inveſtiture, ſhould ſolemn- 
ly promiſe, that he would allow me to enjoy all the 
Fruits and Profits of it as formerly; and if I ſhould, 
in conſequence, reſign him the Poſſeſſion, would not 
all the World laugh at me for a Fool, who could be 
ſo ſimple, as to give up the certain Right and Po- 
ſeſſion of my Eſtate, for the uncertain Enjoyment of 
its Fruits? The Caſe is preciſely parallel with that 
of this Pretender, and the People of Great Britain, 
Beſides, to imagine that the Man can be in earneſt in 


making ſuch Promiſes, ſhows the blindeſt Prejudice. 


For is it not evident, that tho' his Policy now may 
oblige him to make them, both his Religion and his 
Policy afterwards will oblige him to break them ? 
What have the Sons of Liberty and the Reformation to 
do with that Family, moulded, as it muſt have been, 
by the Superſtition of Popery, and the dark Max- 
ims of Jeluitic al Cabals; and which, ſhould it ever 
reach tne Britj/Z Throne, muſt in every Meaſure, 


appear 
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appear the weak Tool of the Cardinal of France and the 
Queen of Spain? Surely, for any one to think, that 
a Man bred in Romiſh Bigotry, can be a ſafe Guardi- 
an of the Proteſtant Religion, or a Perſon train'd in 
the French and Spaniſh Maxims of arbitrary Rule, can 
be a truſty Watchman of the Peoples Liberty, is the 
groſſeſt Soleciſm, and the moſt notorious Nonſenſe in 
the World. --On the whole, there is nothing a goed 
Subject, or a worthy Citizen would not ſubmit to, 
rather than to the pernicious Schemes of that Family 
and their Party. 

If we can willingly part with a little of our 
Blood, to fave our Bodies from Diſeaſes, ſhall we not 
chearfully venture the whole of it, to ſave our Minds, 
and thoſe of our Countrymen, from Bondage, Cor- 
ruption and Ruin ? Can there be any Dilemma, any 
Room for Heſitation here, with any one who is con- 
ſcious to himſelf of the Spirit of A MAN? Since to 
ſuch a Spirit, Life without Liberty muſt appear the 
moſt arrant Trifle, and the moſt ſhameful Enjoy- 
ment in the World. Therefore, if there be the leaſt 
Spark of this Divine Flame glowing in any of our 
Breaſts, or needing our Relief in any Corner of our 
native Land, let us follow reſolutely where it ſhows 
the Way, and cheriſh it for ever, like a Veſtal Fire. 
With it let us live, with it let us die. 


Hoc opus, hoc ſtudium parvi properemus & ampli, 


Ii patrie volumus, fi nobis vivere cart. 
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